ANIMALS

SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS

Unless otherwise specified, the following terms shall be as defined herein:

AT LARGE – Off the premises or property of the owner or keeper and not under the control of any person by means of personal presence and attention as will reasonably control the conduct of such dog.


DOG – Any canine animal, male or female, sexed, spayed or neutered.

LIVESTOCK – Any sheep, goats, cattle, horses, swine or any other animal used for non-domestic purposes.

OWNER –  Any person, keeping or harboring or having custody and control of or permitting any dog or livestock to habitually be on or remain on or lodged or fed within such person’s house, yard or premises.  This term shall not apply to veterinarians or kennels that temporarily maintain on their premises the dog or livestock owned by another.

SECTION 2: PURPOSE

2.1 The purpose of this Article is to require that all dogs in the Town of Barnstead be licensed; that they will not harm persons, damage property of another, create a nuisance or spread disease; and that all dogs be kept under the control of their owners at all times.

2.2
This Article also requires that all livestock and other non-domestic animals not harm persons, damage property of another, create a nuisance or spread disease; and that all livestock and other animals be kept under the control of their owners or custodians at all times.

SECTION 3: APPLICABILITY

3.1 The provisions of this Article shall apply to any person, firm, association or corporation having custody or possession of a dog, livestock or any other non-domestic animal.

SECTION 4: LICENSE AND REGISTRATION REQUIRED

4.1 Every owner of a dog four (4) months old or older shall annually, on or before April 30th of each year, cause said dog to be registered, numbered, described and licensed for one (1) year from the ensuing May 1st, with the Barnstead Town Clerk’s office; and each owner shall cause to be worn around the neck of each dog a collar to which a metal tag with the following information thereon:

(a) Town of Barnstead

(b) Year of issue of license

(c) Registration number

4.2 The fee for licensing said dogs shall be as follows:

Spayed or neutered dog





$6.50

Male or female dog over 7 months



$9.00

Owner of 65 (1st dog)





$2.00

Group license (5 or more dogs)




$20.00

$2.00 of the above fees shall be paid to the State of New Hampshire as an animal population control fee.

SECTION 5: RABIES CERTIFICATION REQUIRED

5.1 The owner of a dog must furnish a rabies certificate for said dog to the Town Clerk before a license is issued.

5.2 Veterinarians will complete certificates in triplicate with owner’s name and address, and name, breed, markings, age, sex of dog, date and expiration of vaccination and send one copy to the Town Clerk where the dog is kept.  Furthermore, upon receipt of such certificate, the Town Clerk shall send written notice to owner if dog is unlicensed.

SECTION 6: LIST REQUIRED

6.1 The Town Clerk is required to keep a record of all licenses issued and shall furnish yearly to Selectmen a list of those owners who have failed to license dogs.

SECTION 7: FORFEITURE

7.1 The owner of a dog who fails to license by June 1st shall forfeit $25.00 to the Town Clerk in addition to the regular license fees and if the owner fails to license the dog within 15 days of notice by the Town Clerk, the case is to de disposed of in the District Court.

SECTION 8: WARRANTS; PROCEEDINGS

8.1 The Selectmen shall issue a warrant within 20 days of June 20th directing the local Animal Control Officer (or Town Clerk) to issue a civil forfeiture for each unlicensed dog or seize and unlicensed dog and hold it for seven (7) days.  The owner of said dog shall pay the holding facility a reasonable sum plus necessary veterinary fees.  A warning must first be issued to owner, oral or written (see RSA 466:16).  On or before July 30th, the officer shall return the warrant to the Selectmen and state the number of dogs seized and number of owners who received a summons to the District Court.  1997 legislation allows notices to be sent certified mail by the Town Clerk.

SECTION 9: IMPOUNDMENT OF DOGS

9.1 Any dog found running at large shall be impounded and shall be confined in a suitable shelter for a reasonable period.  Any owner of a dog so seized may reclaim said dog during the seven (7) day period, provided that they furnish proof of proper licensing and make full payment to the Town of all pickup and transportation charges of thirty-five dollars ($35) and shall, in addition, pay to the animal shelter the required fee for housing the dog for each day the dog has been impounded.  No dog shall be released until the above fees have been paid by the owner or individual claiming the dog.

9.2 The owner of any impounded and licensed dog collected according to these provisions shall receive a notice advising of and indicating the terms by which the dog can be reclaimed.

9.3 Any licensed impounded dog not reclaimed by the owner or custodians with seven (7) days after receiving written notice to the owner or custodian may be humanely disposed of or placed by the shelter.

9.4 Any unlicensed dog collected by the Town and delivered to the shelter shall be maintained for a period not to exceed seven (7) days and then humanely disposed of or placed by the shelter.

SECTION 10: NUISANCE, MENACE, VICIOUS DOGS

10.1 Under this section, a dog is considered to be a nuisance, a menace, or vicious to persons or to property under any or all but not limited to the following conditions:

(a) If a dog is “at large” unless accompanied by the owner or custodian.  This subparagraph shall not include a dog which is being used for hunting, herding, supervised competition, or exhibition or training for such activities if accompanied by the owner or custodian, meaning that the owner or custodian must be able to see or hear the dog, or have reasonable knowledge of where the dog is hunting or herding, or where training is being conducted or where trials are being held, provided that such dog does not have to be within sight at all time;

(b) If it barks for sustained periods of time, or during the night hours so as to disturb the peace and quiet of a neighborhood or area;

(c) If it digs, scratches, or excretes, or causes waste or garbage to be scattered on property other than its owner’s;

(d) If any female dog in season is permitted to run at large or be off the premises of the owner or keeper during this period except when being exercised on a leash by a responsible adult.  At all other times such dog shall be confined within a building or enclosure in such manner that she will not come in contact (except for intentional breeding purposes) with a male dog.  A female dog in heat shall not be used for hunting;

(e) If it growls, snaps at, runs after or chases any person or persons;

(f) If it runs after, or chases bicycles, motor vehicles, motorcycles, or other vehicles being driven, pulled or pushed on the streets, highways, or public ways;

(g) If, whether alone or in a pack with other dogs, it bites, attacks or preys on game animals, domestic animals, fowl or human beings.

10.2 The penalties for violations of this section shall be as follows:

First nuisance offense (subparagraphs a,b,c,d)

$25.00

Second nuisance offense (subparagraphs a,b,c,d)
$50.00

First menace offense (subparagraphs e,f)

$50.00

Second menace offense (subparagraphs e,f)

$100.00

First vicious offense (subparagraph g)


$100.00

Second and subsequent vicious offenses

$200.00

Any person who pays a civil forfeiture specified above 2 times in any year according to records of the Town Clerk, may not pay a civil forfeiture for subsequent violations in that 12 month period but shall have those cases disposed of in District Court.  In case of a vicious dog where its behavior presents a threat to public safety, immediate District Court proceedings may be initiated in lieu of the civil forfeiture.

SECTION 11: ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

11.1 This Article shall be administered and enforced by the Town’s Animal Control Officer and/or the Barnstead Police Department.

11.2 It shall be the duty of the Town’s Animal Control Officer and the Barnstead Police Department to see that all regulations to this chapter are enforced.

SECTION 12: LIVESTOCK AND OTHER NON-DOMESTIC ANIMALS

12.1 All owners or custodians of any livestock or other non-domestic animal shall cause their animals to be kept on the premises or property of the owner or custodian at all times, or under control by means of personal presence and attention as will reasonably control the conduct of such animal.

12.2 Any livestock or non-domestic animal found to be at large may be seized and impounded immediately and the owner or custodian may be subjected to a civil forfeiture of twenty-five dollars ($25) for the first offense and fifty dollars ($50) for the second and subsequent offenses, plus any additional cost incurred by the Town to capture the animal.

12.3 The owner of any impounded livestock or non-domestic animal collected under this provision shall receive a notice advising of and indicating the terms by which the animal can be reclaimed.

12.4 Any animal not reclaimed by the owner within seven (7) days after receiving written notice to the owner or custodian, may be humanely disposed of or placed at the discretion of the Animal Control Officer and/or the Barnstead Police Department.

12.5 Any damages caused by livestock or non-domestic animal of another to one’s property while the animal is at large will be reimbursed by the owner of the animal in accordance with RSA 635:3 and may be subjected to criminal prosecution.

